http://travelingteachertales.weebly.com/blog/painting-questions
Introducing my newest activity: Painting Questions!  First I have to send out a huge thank you to my family and friends who assisted with this project by gathering used paint cans and paint stir sticks for me.  They truly do deserve recognition: pulling paint cans out of the trash, grabbing extra stir sticks at the store, and generally putting up with my crazy ideas.

This activity helps students practice question words.  The concept is a relay race: put the cans at one end of the room, the sticks on chairs in the middle, and teams line up at the other end.  The first student quickly walks (because of course we don't run in school--unless of course the door is closed and the principal isn't looking) to the sticks, takes one, reads it, and "runs" to put it into the can bearing the correct word to complete it.  Since each team has a different color stick (mine are yellow, blue and white) it is easy to go through and tally up points (number of sticks in the correct cans) at the end of the race.

To make the game I gathered 6 used paint cans, 90 paint stir sticks, and purchased spray paint and boat letters.  The total cost of the project was about $25, a little high, but not too bad for a reusable activity.  Gathering the paint cans was the greatest challenge, but my amazing family and friends helped me (and were happy to clean out their basements/garages).  I then removed the labels on the cans and spray painted them black.  The sticker letters were easy to apply and much faster than trying to neatly paint the question words, making them well worth the money.  Spray paint made preparing the stir sticks easy and quick, though I wish I'd done it when it was warm out because doing it in the basement, and keeping cats away, was a bit of a challenge.  The final step was using a marker to write thequestions (minus the question word) on the sticks.

I can't wait to play the game with my students!  If you make one let me know how it goes and what your students think!
